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CONICAL CORNEA CURABLE. - 
By J. A. Diz, M.D. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medica! and Sergical Journal.] 


To establish the curability of a disease which has hitherto been asserted 
by the best authorities to be incurable, something more may be expected 
than a single case, and I regret that I have no other to offer; the only 
cases of conical cornea which I have recently met with, being combined 
course, no sufficient encouragement could be offered submitting to a 
tedious course of treatment. ‘To those who may take the trouble to read 
presumptuous or hasty. o others, w interest may not be strong 
enough to enter upon its lengthened details, it may suffice to say that the 
tn both even; exter tn the thie the treatment 
consisted in puncturing the cornea near its margin, so frequently as to 
keep the aqueous humor almost constantly evacuated, and in su 
and forcing gently back the projecting centre of the cormea by 
compress upon the closed lids of the eye last punctured, while at 
time the opposite eye was allowed or obliged to be looking forward or 
downward ; that the treatment occupied, with intermissions, fifteen 
months; that during this period the cornea of the left eye was punctured 
eighty, and that of right one bundred and -four times ; that be- 
fore the commencement of the treatment she could just discover the 
letters of a title-page, and at its close could read common print 
with ease; that a visible dannen hed place in the 
two 


cornea of both eyes, and that during the period of — 
months which have passed since the treatment , the condition 
of the eyes has remained unchan 


a new, although it has been, like all others, confessedly an 
cessful mode of treatment. But the process of punc the cornea 
daily or oftener, evacuating the aqueous humor so » as to 
vent its attaining for some months its ordinary amount, is new. 
mode of applying compression perpendicularly to the centre of the cor- 
nea by I vrei eye, while the other is 
voluntarily kept open and looking or and, 
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in view of these two circumstances, I would claim to have devised for 
conical cornea a new and efficient mode of treatment. ‘The punctures 
were made near the margin of the cornea, and always, if possible, in the 
same bg because the instrument is more easily passed through the 
recently-formed adhesions of a previous opening, and because the aperture 
thus renewed is less disposed to close again. Once, in order to ascertam 
the condition of the texture in this place, I punctured the apex of each 
cornea, and found it, as nearly as could be inferred from the resistance 
offered, not thicker than the thinnest tissue paper. The fear of leaving 
an opaque cicatrix in front of the pupil, prevented a repetition. The 
instrument used at first was a broad straight cataract needle, for which ] 
substituted very soon one about a sixteenth of an inch broad, spear- 
pointed, and provided with a little projection or guard at the distance of 
rather less than an eighth of an inch from the point. ‘The case was seen 
in the course of the treatment by several of my medical friends, among 
whom were Drs. Wm. J. Dale and Coale. 

May 6th, 1843.—Miss B., of Dracut, et. 22, about six years ago, 
while at school, was troubled with a smarting and pain in the eyes, and 
intolerance of light, unaccompanied, as she Sen with any redness. 
These symptoms continued for about six months, and about years 
ago she found that her vision had become very imperfect, that she could 
not read except by day-light, and then with difficulty, and could not see 
distant objects at all. e difficulty has clearly increased, and within 
the last year she has seen constantly transparent floating spectra like 
bubbles, and all objects, at which she looks intently, inverted, with a 
light halo. Still more recently she has begun to see objects double, and 
this whether she is looking with one or both eyes, though the double 
vision is most decided in the right eye, in which the disease of the cornea 
is most developed. Now she can just discern, at the distance of five inches, 
the largest letters of a title-page, though each letter is seen doubled, and 
encircled with a sort of halo. 

The false image is always below the real one, and though usually 
fainter, is sometimes the brightest. The halo which she sees around an 
object is of the same color as the object. Besides these phenomena, 
there is in every object at which she looks intently, an apparent vibra- 
tion, or, as she calls it, pulsation, most evident near the lower part of the 
image. This pulsatory movement is most distinct when she has been 
walking or exercising otherwise. The cornea of each eye is distinctly 
conical, the right more so than the left. The apex of the cone in 
the nght eye is irregular on its surface, and very slightly nebular. Some 
rea arb of surface is evident on examination with Jens in the apex of 
the cone in the left eye. The double vision is most distinct before the 
right eye. Occasionally, after exposure to wind, she has a smarting in 
* es. Iris dark blue. Health good. 


y Sch, 1844.— t is now fourteen months that Miss B. has been 


under treatment, and the following is an abstract of the treatment. 
With a broad cataract needle I evacuated the aqueous humor of each 
eye, making the opening into the cornea at the distance of about half of 
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a line from the margin of the cornea, and taking care to hold the edges 
of the incision apart until the chambers were thoroughly evacuated, indi- 
cated, of course, by the prolapse of the iris u the cornea. ‘This 

tion was done upon both oes every second or third day, for nine 
weeks, after which she returned home, and, for eight weeks, made use 
of an infusion of tobacco, one ounce to a pint of water, and a collyrium 
of alum, grs. vj. ; aque dist., 3 j., alternately four times daily, holding 
the eyes open in the fluid. | 

Returning to Boston, the process of puncturing was resumed, and in 
the course of twelve weeks performed thirty-two times upon each eye, 
both being usually punctured at the same time, unless, as was sometimes 
the case, the perforation of the cornea in one eye continued open longer 
than in the other. She then went home, and applied the — and 
alum as beſore, ſor ſive weeks. 

Returning again to Boston, she has remained twenty-nine weeks, 
during which time the right eye has been punctured sixty-one, and the 
left forty-eight times. 

The punctures have been made throughout the whole period as often 
as the cornea has closed and the aqueous humor filled its chambers, so 
that it has often beerf done daily, and in one or two instances twice daily. 
During the two first periods, the punctures were made at the same time 
upon both eyes, except when one continued open longer than the other, 
and both eyes were kept covered for two or three hours afterwards with 
cold compresses. During these periods it was at no time considered 
necessary to refrain from the operation on account of inflammation or 
pain in either eye. During the last period of twenty-nine weeks I have 
pursued a different method. One eye is punctured and the compress 
placed upon it as usual, but she keeps the other eye open, looking for- 
ee th salle with it as long and as often as she can do it with 
tolerable convenience. This arrangement I adopted for the purpose of 
bringing the pressure of the compress to bear upon the projecting cornea. 
When both eyes are closed, the direction of the cornea is principally 
upward; but when one eye is closed and the other open, the position 
of the eye which is closed corresponds with that of the eye which is 
open, and the cornea is brought under the direct pressure of the com- 
press. This is necessarily attended with some inconvenience, and on 
two occasions, Miss B., having kept the eye which had not been punc- 
tured open until the other had become quite painful, the puncturing was 
omitted for two or three days after the closing of the cornea. In one 
of these instances a slight haziness took place around the incision, which 
ar ape in about four days. 

or the last five or six months no inconvenience has resulted, Miss B. 
having learned to judge from the sensations of the eye how long the 
pressure can be borne. . 

The whole number of punctures has been two hundred and twenty- 

four, of which one hundred and forty-four were upon the right, and eighty 


on the left eye. were made as nearly as possible in the same 
of the comes, in order to avoid  cicatrix 
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within the range of vision, and frequently it was only necessary to sepa- 
rate the edges of the last opening not yet fully united. The occasional 
projection of the cornea has slowly subsided, and though still perceptible, 
is probaby diminished about one half. i 

uring the fourth week of the treatment Miss B. first observed a de- 
cided change in the phenomena of her vision, inasmuch as the false 
image of any object, at which she looks, being fainter, is more easily 
distinguishable from the real one, and the two images had become so 
much approximated that a portion of the false one was often hidden be- 
hind the real one. 

During the course of the second series of punctures, she found that 
the halo around objects was less intense, that the vibratory, pulsatory 
movement of the image, most considerable at its and enhanced 
by fatigue, was less frequent and less decided than before ; and that the 
luminous translucent spectra were less in number and size. 

As these symptoms have 7 * the shortsightedness has dimi- 
nished, and by a mantel clock, of the general figure of which she had 
formerly but an indistinct impression at a distance of ten feet, she can 
now, at the same distance, tell the time of day. The surface of the 
dial plate is about one tenth of the whole surface of*the clock. She can 
read common print, write and sew. I have to-day received a letter 
of a and a half from her, in which she says that she has just 
inches. 


Nov. 10th, 1846.—It is now three years and seven months since the 
treatment of this case was commenced, and two years and four months 
since its termination. ‘To-day she calls upon me to report the condition 
of her eyes. Looking at her eyes I perceived, as nearly as I can re- 
member, after so long an interval, the same and no greater projection of 
the cornea than when 1 last saw her. In the left eye the cicatnx left by 
the punctures has disappeared, and in the right is just discernible. Her 
vision has not in the least degree deteriorated. n 
my mantel clock at the distance of sixteen feet, and for the 
has been reading about two hours daily in newspaper print. This amount 
of use, however, causes a slight uneasiness in . eyes, but she believes 
not so much as immediately after the conclusion of the treatment. There 
is, therefore, good ground to believe that the excessive convexity of the 
cornea has been relieved. 


Boston, iI 20th, 1847. 


THE LATE JOHN REVERE, M.D. 
(Commanicated for the Boston Medica) and Burg Journal.] 


Died at New York, 29th ult., John Revere, M. D., Professor in the Medical School of 
versity of York, 60, graduate Harvard University in the class of 1601." 


Tue above announcement brought vividly to mind an old fellow 
and an early friend. Dr. Revere was born in this city, and his is 


his g 


We 
were 
medi 
it. 
cust 
was 
ume 
were 
or @ 
— 
ed ü 
Dr. 
habi 
of s 

V 
instr 
mor 
citie 
Edi: 
Tha 
stud 
of J 
exces 
stud 
Hor 
Fer 
we 
Rer 
Rus 
fam 
— 

1 
his 
con 
of 
fail. 
acc 
at 


fä—̃ 


The late John Revere, M.D. 293 


in honored memory for faithful and i ant services in the war of the 
Revolution, and as a citizen through a long life afterwards. 

He entered as a student of medicine with Dr. James Jackson, after 
his graduation in our University, and it was here that I formed an ac- 

intance with him which has continued, with interruptions, ever since. 

e had attended medical lectures together at Cambridge, and our classes 
were so near as to allow of some intercourse before. He was an excellent 
medical student. He was desirous of success, and he labored to obtain 
it. It is in certain 12 — he did not study in vain. It was the 
custom then to study in the preceptor’s house or office. The student 


or months of pupilage, see ee We devoted the time to get- 

ting eyes, so to speak, to see with. Accidents, surgical operations and 

examinations we were permitted to witness, and these form- 

ed the principal matters of tical observation, and of outward study. 

Dr. Revere was very faithful to such opportunities, and early acquired 

— — which were conſirmed in later and wider fields 
y. 

We parted leaving the office of our earliest and most important 
— — I for Philadelphia. After three years or 
more, I met with Dr. Revere again in Edinburgh. He had visited other 
cities, devoted himself to professional studies in them, and had reached 
Edinburgh with a view to graduating in its celebrated medical school. 


That winter was a most pleasant one. The best nities for 
study and for practice were offered the student, the society 
— and of the inhabitants, made our Edinburgh residence 


exceedingly agretable.“ We lived in the same house, pursued like 
— had — . In the School were Gregory, 
Home, Hamilton, roe—in the literary society were McKenzie, 
Ferguson, Scott, Jeffrey, Sinclair, Grant, Brown, &c. From America, 
we had Messrs. F. Parkman, Isaac Hurd, B. Lincoln, of Boston; 
Renwick, of New York; Rensselaer, t patroon of Albany; B. 
Rush, of Philadelphia; and Mr. F. C. Lowell, of Boston, and his 
ſamily, and to these, especially, we were all most y indebted ſor a 
itality and an introduction to a society, which made that half year 
to Dr. R. and myself so highly agreeable, and so truly useful. I cannot 
forget a tour on foot which we made together that autumn 


ground by the poetry of 
e 


222 
was ca on to put up prescnptions when ’ 
time, the day, the whole day, and evening, were devoted — We 
were examined in the books we read. We did not in the first weeks 
Dr. Revere returned to Boston after finishing his education and getting 
his degree, and began to practise medicine. He began, as was not un- 
common then, at the “ North End,” and came further towards the centre 
of the town as his practice increased. His health, however, began to 
fail. He suffered from frequent ——— the — 
accompanied by bloody expectoration, fl , 
at length presenting many of the 
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length was his exhaustion, and difficulty, if not impossibility, of doing any 
business, that he was advised to go by water to a southern State, and to 
learn what might be the effect of a short voyage, and of change of climate. 
He went to Richmond, Va., and arrived there after a short detention in a 
harbor in the bay, in a condition remarkably improved ; his cough and 
expectoration were nothing to what they had been, so that after remaining 
a short time in Richmond, he left for Baltimore with a purpose of settling 
in that city. He began practice there, and having leisure, devoted some 
of it to the study of chemistry, and to experiments which might result in 
useful discoveries. Among these were attempts to prevent the rusting 
of iron in sea water, with a view to using this 3 * cheap metal 
on the bottoms of ships, as a substitute for copper. Dr. Revere, think- 
ing he had arrived at his object, went to England, and there interested 
Sir Wm. Adams, formerly a distinguished oculist, in his project. He 
remained abroad two or three years, and then returned to America. 
While in Baltimore he had translated Magendie’s Physiology, and pub- 
lished some papers on professional subjects. From Baltimore he 
removed to Philadelphia, and there was appointed Professor of the 
and Practice of Physic in the Jefferson College. Having lec- 
tured some time, he received an appointment to the same 
ship in the Medical Department of the University of New York. He 
accepted it, and had lectured in New York, I think, two sessions, and 
there has lately died. 

It will be seen that Dr. Revere’s professional life was much occu- 
pied in lecturing, and in its preparation. To this he at length almost 
exclusively devoted himse!f. He passed a part of his summers here in 
the society of his family and friends, and returned to his public labors 
as the time a hed for their exercise. He is spoken of as a success- 
ful teacher. He studied faithfully his subject, and after strictly philo- 
sophical methods, which gave great accuracy to his teachings. The 
philosophy of Bacon, and its methods, were favorite studies with him, 
— lectures, 2. said, had their character from the instructions of 

great master at An intelligent pupil, who had attended a 
course in the New York University, and was —— in our own, 


Dr. Revere was courteous, of very agreeable manners, and a truly 
amiable man. He was desirous of excellence. He was ambitious of 
distinction in that to which he devoted himself, and labored to obtain it. 
He had wide opportunities for that study which might qualify him for 
public teaching, for he was not interrupted by disturbin 
engagements. His mind was filled with the observations, and the thinking 
of others. He gave to these his own mind, gave to their study his nights 
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to the writer, one of the best lecturers 
he had ever listened to. He said that he always laid out his ground with 
great care, kept his subject steadily before him, and presented it as a 
connected whole after a method so severe, and exact, that a student who 
would give to it his undivided attention could not fail of receiving im- 
portant instruction. I was glad at his success, and this illustration of it 
is fresh in | 


Visceral Neuralgia. 


and his days, and so made them his own. He studied medicine very 
much, but not exclusively, as public teachers study other sciences; and 
he taught after their methods. Authority took the place, often, of per- 


sonal observation, and the Professor was satisfied that with true light, he 
should not lead others astray. : 
It is a curious, if not a distinctive fact, amongst us, that our medical 


us, 

lic teachers are not always practical men, as the phrase 
are devoted to teaching as the main business of life, and not unfrequently 
fill chairs in different schools at the same time, passing from one to an- 
other, as one course is closed and another begins. Is it not said some- 
where of Boerhaave, that he studied medicine after he was made a pro- 
fessor? It is certainly true, that men who have begun as teachers of 
one branch of medical education, have sometimes passed at once to an 
entirely opposite one, and have become far, far more distinguished in the 

than they were in the first. Cullen began with teaching chemistry, 
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acquainted with Dr. Revere, and the im ion w remains of his 

character, and aim in life, is one which it will be pleasant 99 

me to cherish. C. 
Boston, May 5th, 1847. 


VISCERAL NEURALGIA. 


To the Bditor of the Boston Medical and Sargical Journal. ‘ 
Sir,—I send you the following report of a case which has recently 
occurred in my practice, and which, on account of the interest it pre- 
sented to me, I have supposed might be interesting to at least a portion of 
your readers. The symptoms and appearances noted are just as they pre- 
tem, in progress e treatment. p 

Mrs. P, married, aged about 65 years, presented u debilitated 
and anemic appearance, with a countenance expressive of great anxiety. 
Tho patient: for const 


295 
nd ended by being one of the most celebrated teachers of the theory anc 
practice of medicine of any age. 

I sat down to say what the announcement of the sudden death of an 
old fellow pupil and an early friend brought to memory, and to feeling. 
I have said a few words of one who has filled an —— place in one 
of the most responsible situations of human life. He who would truly 
teach, must be — and ty — I was — that the very 
teacher, and from one who had obviously given faithful attention to his 
and more have since I became 

morning after rising from bed, without any premonitory signs er, 
sometimes ceasing as suddenly es they commenced, and always declining 
in the course of an hour or two. She hes been under the care of u phy- 
denn of the neighboring town, a practitioner of high standing end 
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respectability, who has visited and prescribed for her as often as circum- 
stances would allow, but without any material alleviation of the disorder. 

An attack of unusual violence, compared with any that had preceded 
it, was the occasion of my being called in. The pain was described as 
commencing at or near the epigastrium, and shooting both upwards and 
downwards, and at length apparently locating itself in the left hypo- 
chondriac region. The patient’s appetite has been good during the whole 
course of the disease, owin — a. the course of treatment pur- 
1 as I could learn, had consisted 

incipally of the use of tonic bitters, united with an occasional aloetic 
— Morphia in small doses had also been administered. 

Finding that there was no prospect of an immediate subsidence of the 
excruciating pain under which the patient was suffering, I administered a 
powder of morphia and pulv. Doveri, which afforded immediate relief. 
A blister to the epigastrium was directed, and lin. ammon. to the left 
hypochondriac region. Powders of morphia to be taken, as circumstances 
might require, until my next visit. At the next visit, on the succeeding 
day, found the — somewhat better; had suffered less from the pain, 
but still had had an attack of some severity this morning. Blister dress- 
ed, as usual, and re-applied lower down. Being sati that the disease 
was purely a “a visceral neuralgia,” I directed the following :—R. Ol. 
terebinth., 3 ij.; mucil. acacie,, 3 vj.; aq. menth. pip., 3 X. M. A 
tablespoonful to be taken three times a-day. ‘This having been continued 
for several days, a manifest 2 —— was to be seen, although the 
pain was occasionally felt, and the patient continued weak. The exhibi- 
tion of the sesquioxide of iron was then commenced, in doses of t - 
five grains three times daily. Under this treatment ee — 
improved, and continued to gain health and strength daily until my visits 
were discontinued. 

It will be seen that the treatment of this case presents nothing novel 
or original, as the efficacy of the carbonate of iron has long been known 
and acknowledged by medical writers. But the disease was apparently 

previous to the exhibition of iron. 1 am disposed to attribute 
the cure to the counter-irritation and small doses of oleum terebinthinum. 

South Paris, Me., April, 1847. Yours truly, 

Wu. A. Rust, M.D. 


CASE OF MONSTROSITY. 

To the Bditor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. ) 
Sir,—I beg leave to send you the following case, and if you should 
think it of sufficient interest to give it a place in your Journal, you are at 
' 7 1846, I was called to see Ms., in 
1 Within an hour after I arrived at the house, 

was delivered of a living male child. The presentation was the 
most favorable, and the labor comparatively an easy one. The child 
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was small ; it was not weighed, but I should judge that its weight would, 
under ordinary circumstances, have been about seven pounds. But the 
child was born with a deformity such as I never witnessed before. The 
accompanying figure is a tolerable good representation of this ity. 

It resembles a double-headed mon- 


of the natural head, reflected 
head. About three fourths of the 
lower part of this deformity was cov- 
ered with hair, like that on the natu- 


The drawing I send you represents 
— it should 
immediately over the posterior 

M four 

rs. ’s health had been for many years, and for four or 
five months vious to her confinemest sho hed labored under whet 
Dunglison calls — 
in consequence, very weak and quite emaciated. 

I will observe here, also, that after her previous confinement, eleven 
years ago, she was attacked with thrush, from which she did not recover 
in several months, and her health had never been good up to the time of 
the birth of her last child. | D. B. N. 


Homer, Michigan, April 20, 1847. 


DISCOVERY OF THE EFFECTS OF ETHER. 
To the Bditor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. eal 
Sin,—Much is being said to substantiate the claims of different individuals 
to the discovery of the ether as used in the new way. I think I can 


ster, one placed above © Pr. 
connecting attachiment was about two 
inches in diameter, and directly over ‘ / 
the posterior ſontanelle. The exterior | : 
covering of this superior head (if J 
ral head of the child. I did not take 
the dimensions of the two heads, but 
I should judge their different diameters 
were nearly equal. The neck con- 
necting the two heads was quite short, 
and when the superior one was pressed 
to one side, it was with difficulty that & , } 
a finger could be pressed down to the 
connecting attachment. 
The natural head was somewhat 
defective in organization. ‘The fore- 
head retracted like that of an idiot. a 


Journal generally—certainly to myself. I shall begin by saying that I 
called on Dr. Jackson last fall, when this thing first came out, and made 
inquiries in relation to it. Dr. J. told me, which was probably true, for 
no motive then existed to dissimulate, that Dr. Morton called on him 
the nitrous oxide gas, if he knew of nothing better, to be used w 
dental operations were being performed. Dr. Jackson told him to 
the vapor of ether, as he should prefer it to the gas. Dr. J. 
knew, as well as the profession * „that the vapor of ether, when 
inhaled to a certain extent, wou — insensibility. The credit of 
bringing it before the public, after it was suggested by Dr. J., is due un- 
doubtedly to Dr. M.’s talent of recklessness. ‘The had never 
dared to use ether in this way, until it was shown by Dr. M. that it was 
comparatively harmless ; and the same credit is due to him that should 
be awarded to another distinguished quack who showed that ether could 
be taken in teaspoonful doses, not only with impunity but with benefit, 
when the profession regarded it as a dangerous dose. Reckless quacks 
have done considerable, in all ages, to advance the science of medicine 
and surgery. Dr. Jackson did not think of suggesting the use of the 
ether to members of the profession, and the only probable reason why he 
suggested it to Dr. Morton was that Dr. M. was fitted by nature with 
qualities of mind, being reckless and bold, and untrammelled by education, 
to do that which no member of the profession would have dared do. In- 
tellectual ability and scientific attainments suggested it, recklessness 
brought it into use. The world owes the discovery to these combined 
elements of character; and if all were necessary, and it could not have 
been brought into use without them, they all should have credit. The 
organist cannot perform without the blower; one superintends the scien- 
tific department, the other “ raises the wind.” What is true in this, is 
true in most other things, especially is it so with the ether. A. 


THE DISCOVERY OF ETHEREAL INHALATION. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Joarnal. 
Sm. Having seen an article, by Edward Warren, in the Medical Journal 
of the 28th April, which has special reference to myself, with your per- 
mission | will answer through the same medium, as briefly as possible. 

Mr. Warren, who is a gentleman in the office of Dr. Morton, seems 
to exult in the possession of a letter with my signature, which he has 
published. I am much ised that Dr. , for his own sake, 
should have permitted that letter to be published, for when his letter is 

d, to which mine was an answer, it places the whole matter in quite a 
different light. Dr. Morton, in his letter dated 19th October, 1846, gave 


me to understand that he had made a discovery which ld 
eclipse the one I had made. He says: Wann. 


„ have discovered a preparation, by inhaling which a person is thrown 
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state the facts in a few words to the satisfaction of the readers of the 
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into a sound sleep ; the time in which persons remain asleep can be regu- 
lated at pleasure. While in this sleep the severest surgical or dental 
operations may be performed, the patient not experiencing the slightest 
pain. I have patented it, and am now sending agents to dispose of the 
right to use it. I have used this compound without a single failure in 
over one hundred and sixty cases, in extracting teeth. My object in 
writing you is to know if you would not like to visit New York and the 
other cities, and dispose of rights. — — 
W. T. G. Monrom.“ 
Now I would ask all who have made use of ether since its first intro- 
duction, on perusing the above letter, if they would for a moment imagine 
the discovery, as above described, to consist in thé use of this article 
ether? On receiving the above letter, I went to Boston to learn the 
nature of this improvement on my di ; I there saw Dr. Morton 
administer his (so called) compound, and he patient, instead of got 
quietly to sleep, to be aroused at pleasure, as I had 2 
be the case, became exhilarated, succeeded by a stupor, the same as is 
produced by the inhalation of nitrous oxide gas. While at Dr. Morton’s 
office, three or four other patients inhaled the “ nd,” two of 
whom informed me that it was an entire failure. I thought this remarka- 
ble after his ting on one hundred and sixty patients “ without a single 
failure.” It inquired about his tent, which the letter stated had 


had not obtained one, nor even made an application for one; as will be 
seen by the date of his letter to me, and the date of his application for =~ 
a patent, the specification bearing date October 27th, 1846, and the date 
of his letter being 19th October, 1846. Mr. Warren states that I “ re- 
tuned home, determined to have nothing to do with the business.” Now 
is it at all strange, after the above development of facts, that I acted 
thus? In the first place, what could I do in reference to his patent, for 
he had got none; and in the next place, after what I had seen, it was 
evident that this preparation was no improvement upon my discovery 
I had made him acquainted 
), even allowing it to be a “ —— In November, 1844, I 
made this discovery, and applied it with perfect success, as is om by 
affidavits of the very first character. I have also proved that I went to 
Boston at that time to make my discovery known to the medical faculty, 
and addressed Dr. Warren’s class upon the — and endeavored to 
establish the principle that the nervous system, w wrought 1 to a cer- 
tain degree of nervous excitement by any means whatever, would become 
insensible to pain; then menting wes — 
purpose, considering it the most harmless. When I first the dis- 
Covery, rectified ether was used, as well as nitrous oxide gas. This is 
clearly proved by affidavit ; but I preferred the latter as being more 
agreeable to inhale, and less liable to do injury. 
It is truly astonishing to see with. what pertinacity Drs. Jackson and 
Morton adhere to their — priority of discovery, simply because I 
gave the preference to the nitrous oxide, after having tried both the vapor 
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and the gas. It has been said that the rectified sulphuric ether vapor 
acts as a sedative merely, while the nitrous — ee Operates as a 
stimulant. This is a mistake, and no man who has ever made * 
ments with both the gas and vapor will make such an assertion. When 
I first adininistered the nitrous oxide for a surgical operation, I was as- 
tonished that the patient did not exert the muscular system, as is 

the case when taken merely for pleasure, and this proved to be the case 
in subsequent operations. That this isa remarkable phenomenon, is 
acknowledged by all who have made use of it for this purpose, and it is 
precisely so with the vapor of ether; both at first stimulate, then, when 
continued to excess, act as a sedative, producing a stupor. Several 
—— Does 
it follow that every one who makes use of a different gas is to be entitled 
to the credit of this discovery ; or is it the one who first proved, by actual 
experiment, that one of these gases would have this wonderful effect ? 
Every reasonable man will at once say that the principle, when fully 
demonstrated, constitutes the discovery. Both Drs. Jackson and Morton 


—— long before the date they give as the time of their discovery. 
— A makes the discovery that a certain degree of compression of 


parallel cases, and if each gas or vapor which may be used for this 

will it end? I informed Drs. Jackson and Morton of this discovery in 

November, 1844, both admitting that the idea was entirely new to them. 


my professional business in consequence of this illness, Dr. Morton re- 
me some of; tho gue fer tien. I told him to go to Dr. 


In due time we heard of surgical operations being performed at the 


Hos- 
pital, without pain, by means of a secret “compound,” and Drs. Jack- 


ong „ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| admit that they were fully aware that I had used nitrous oxide for this 
| amputated without pain, and he proves this beyond a doubt, presenting 
his discovery to the world. Soon after, we hear of B, proclaiming that 
| he has made a wonderful discovery, which consists in the use of a 
- leather strap to produce this compression, and he insists that it is nothing 
like the -_ of A, who uses the cloth bandage. Now these are 
| r. Jackson particularly seemed inclined to ridicule the whole thing. . 
| Mr. Warren states that my experiment before the medical class in t 
| 1844, was a failure, and all pronounced it a “ humbug.” Now this is 
| perfectly true. The gas bag was removed too soon, and the patient ex- 
perienced some pain, and I was denounced as an impostor ; no one seem- 1 
| ing inclined to assist in further experiments. The excitement of this ad- 
| venture immediately brought on a protracted illness, which compelled me 
| to relinquish my professional business entirely. For this reason, and be- 
| cause I did not wish to incur the responsibility of administering this pow- 
| erful agent without the co-operation of the medical faculty, my operations 
| have been somewhat limited, but pany successful. [had operated on 
| something like fifteen patients with the gas before having the interview 
| with Drs. Jackson and Morton in November, 1844. After relinquishi 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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son and Morton announced as the discoverers. Ere long my discovery, 
which I designed should be free to all, is trammelled with a patent. 

Mr. Warren speaks of an interview which he had with the Hon. James 
Dixon. To show him that his memory sometimes proves treacherous, I 
will here give a copy of a letter which I have just received from Mr. 


“i 1847. 

Dear Sin,—The communication of Mr. Edward Warren, of Boston, 
to which you have called my attention, is incorrect in several parti 
Mr. Warren, it seems, misunderstood my conversation with him. The 
person whom I consulted with, in regard to the use of your discovery, 
was Dr. Riggs, of Hartford, and not yourself, and I so informed Mr. 
Warren. Yours respectfully, James Dixon.” 

“ Dr. Horace Wells, Hartford.” 

With the foregoing statement of facts, I close, wishing, in all sincerity, 
to receive no more credit for this discovery than what in justice I am 


entitled to. Respectfully, 
Hartford, May 5, 1847. Horace Wetts. 


DR. DICK’S ALPHABETICAL NOTICES OF SUBJECTS CONNECTED 
WITH THE TREATMENT OF DYSPEPSIA. 


[Continued from page 273. 


Carnaxrics (sulyect continued). The neutral and other salts, as pur- 
gatives, still remain to be noticed. ‘Those principally employed are, the 
sulphate of magnesia, the sulphate, bi-sulphate, tartrate, and bi-tartrate 
—— the sulphate, io-tartrate, phosphate and acetate of soda. 

line purgatives have , and still are, prescribed in cases not 
suitable for them. Almost the only cases in which they ought to form 
the principal component of any cathartic draught or mixture, are 
those of costiveness in plethoric and robust subjects, with some biliary 
derangement. In such cases, combined with senna or jalap, they act 
well, and soon remove the ſœtor and accumulations of the prima via. 
In biliary subjects, of the — described, the bi- sulphate, 
tartrate and bi- tartrate of potass, are peculiarly indicated. 


alarming he 
accompanied with a c notic hue of face and extremities, I have seen 
renaon to to the. same couse. In other cases, interrupted 


22 
— 

| t in subjects of phlegmatic temperament | strumous 1S 5 
in — Aemmecheni — subjects; in those with heart 
affections, more particularly in those with structural affections of the fight 
cavities of that organ; saline purgatives are always hazardous, 

~ ee Se suddenly fatal. We have observed cases in which pulmonary 
tu , indolent, and which might have been kept indolent for an inde- 
finite period, have been converted into vomice by a week or two of saline 
treatment. In many cases of recurrence of rheumatism in persons chro- 
_ 3 traced this to two or three saline draughts. 
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, palpitations, and that peculiar ion which accompanies defec- 
of the blood, have 228 
Even in cases of gout, and that, too, in robust subjects, saline purga- 
tives seem occasionally to have most questionable effects. 
Some scrofulous and rheumatic persons are in the habit of frequently 
using Seidlitz powders and effervescing draughts, and thus ignorantly do 


themselves injury. 

It may be added, that, in — when, after surgical operations or 
wounds, we wish union by intention, saline purgatives are to be 
interdicted. 

In the list of what may be called dietetic purgatives, may be enume- 
rated manna, honey, tamarinds, prunes, figs, peaches, grapes and raisins, 
cooked and u ed apples and pears, strawberries, gooseberries, et id 
genus omne. To these may be added lettuce, celery, &c. Before quit- 
ting the subject of purgatives, we may notice sulphur, which is a very 
mild evacuant, promoting the mucous secretion of the colon. The quan- 
tity of sulphuretted hydrogen gas, however, which it gives rise to in the 
bowels, sometimes causes a faintness, approaching to syncope, in hysteric 
and nervous subjects. 

CRlorosis.— Amenorrhœa and chlorosis are not identical, as some 
loosely consider them. Nor does the one, by any means, necessarily 
imply the other. They are, indeed, often associated ; yet while amenor- 
rhœa may de on another cause than chlorosis, this latter affection 
does not involve, as a condition of it, an absolute stoppage of the menses, 
though it certainly does involve a diminished flow or a change in the 
quality of that discharge. We have already considered the subject of 
amenorrhœa (see page 31). 

Another relation between chlorosis and amenorrhcea may be noticed. 
While chlorosis may be, and often is, the cause of a „ amenor- 
rhea, in ipsa, probably never is, or can be, the cause of chlorosis. 
Chlorosis consists in, or is accompanied by, a deficiency in the blood of 
red globules, and of fibrin. Now a simple amenorrhœa, far from caus- 
ing or promoting such a deficiency, would have a directly contrary effect. 

chlorosis, the change in the circulating fluid is probably a secondary 
one, the fons mali being y plainly in nervous system. We can 
say little more about it, than that a certain inertia, of a simply functional 
kind, seems to occur in the nerves of the stomach, bowels and uterus, 
accompanied, occasionally, with morbid action in the nerves of the organ 
first named, as manifested in the pica of chlorotic females. 

Many reasons exist for suspecting that chlorosis, usually considered as 
specially a disease of sex, is often not so, but that the torpor of the uterus 
is consecutive of that of the colon, and is propagated, by sympathy and 
juxtaposition, from the latter organ to the former. In not a few cases it 
will be found, after the minutest inquiries, that derangements of the sto- 
mach 3 were long ———— to any appreciable disorder oſ the 
uterus. If so, we are not warranted in assigning to the latter priority in 
the chain of disease. 5 

May we not plausibly suppose that, in some cases at least, the amenor- 
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rhea of chlorosis is simply the consequence of a deficiency of the 
monthly superabundance of blood, which ought normally (so to speak) to 
occur in every healthy young unimpregnated female ; this deficiency be- 
ing, in its turn, simply due to torpor of the digestive organs, and a conse- 
quent defective supply of chyle ? 

Whatever the nature and origin of chlorosis may be, it is certain that 
the most successful treatment of it is found to consist of means addressed 
to the digestive organs, to which, however, is to be added the important 
means, marriage, which, of course, in cases of chlorosis, plainly originat- 
ing in the want of this, constitutes the natural and radical cure. But, as 
I have already observed, chlorosis has sometimes other than a sexual or 
uterine origin, of which a further is, that it occasionally occurs in 
married women apparently attached to their husbands, and having, seem- 
„ their part of the non-fulfilment of mari- 


Pills or mixtures, including quinine, aloes, and the preparations of iron ; 
gentian, aloes and iron ; myrrh, zinc and absinthium ; canella, cardamoms, 
cloves, ginger, horse-radish ; ergot of rye, savine, cantharides, rue, phos- 
phorus ; wine, walking, riding, dancing; scenes of gaiety and excite- 
ment—are some, among the various means, which we must put in force. 

. Chorea.—This is a singular and obscure affection, consisting of an 

involuntary action of the spinal motor nerves. In a few cases its origin 
seems to be cerebral and mental, the involuntary action of the motor 
nerves being at first secondary, though afterwards remaining as a perma- 
nent, and as the sole affection. In other cases, it seems attributable to 
an excitable nervous temperament, co-existing with muscular debility. 

It not unfrequently, also, arises from chronic irritations of any kind. 
Thus the irritation of intestinal worms is occasionally gated, by the 
2 nerve, to the spinal cord. Prolonged itchy affections about 

anus have also caused it. | 

Such being its various origins, we may judge that the unvarying and 
routine treatment of it by purgatives, su by Dr. Hamilton of 
Edinburgh, was irrational and dangerous. It suited, of course, only those 
cases in which there were intestinal worms or irritating fecal accumula- 
tions, or torpid bowels, but was injudicious and injurious in the cases of 
feeble, ill-fed, cachectic, and susceptible subjects. In those cases, not 
uncommon, in which chorea is caused by, or connected with, sexual 
excitement, the practitioner must, of course, suggest marriage. Failing 
this, exercise, restrained diet and purgatives, may be proposed; but 
while these, even at the best, are inadequate and unsuitable means, they 
may, if pushed so as to obtain the end in view, cause greater evils than 

remove or prevent. : 
horea, there is generally more or less derangement of appetite and 
digestion, more or less irregularity in the action of the bowels. Even in 
cases in which there is no suspicion of worms in the intestines, we have 
peat faith in the use, in draught and enema, of the oil of turpentine. 
notion with the same over the abdomen and lumbar spine will be found 
very useful, 


304 Artificial Limbs. 


A conjunction of metallic tonics and bitter vegetable extracts, tonic 
and purgative, should be steadily tried. Seldom, except in chorea, 
traceable to want of sexual intercourse, should purgatives be employed 
apart from tonics. We place much reliance in the use of nitrate of silver, 
combined with nux vomica, and continued for several weeks, purgatives 
being used or not, according to indication. 

le, Chyme.—These, both alphabetically and physiologically, may 
be considered in connection. We purpose not to enter here (having, to 
some extent, done so elsewhere) into * chemical disquisition 
respecting them. It may, in general, be observed, that they are the 
primary, and thereſore the ſundamental, and most important, 
of the animal organism. Through them are elaborated those fluids and 
tissues, to whose wondrous combinations, as the condition of such com- 
binations, life is attached. ; 

It is an observation of Plato, who paid no small attention to medicine, 
that “an error in the first decoction is never cured in the second.” The 

ise meaning of these words, as understood by him who used them, it 
is needless to inquire, but it must be admitted, that the remark applies 
essentially to the relations of the chyme and chyle, it being obvious that 
the normal constitution of the latter must be principally or wholly de- 
pendent on that of the former. 


According to the most recent and authentic researches, isa 


complex fluid. It most probably contains, in tal and partial 
union, with the dietetic ingesta, the various *rinedoles forming the gastric 
juice, such as hydrochloric, lactic, acetic, carbonic, and, it may be, oxalic 
and butyric acid; and, in addition to these, the principle called pepsin. 
Though pepsin undoubtedly aids in the chymification of food, yet, as it 
is certain that hydrochloric, and perhaps one or more of the above-named 
acids also most materially and essentially co-operate, hence the giving 
of alkaline draughts immediately before meals, or inconsiderately on other 
occasions, may do evil, by neutralizing the physiological as well as morbid 
acids. Dr. Prout judiciously recommends that, generally, the dose of 
antacids should not exceed ten or fifteen grains of the ine salts. 


— — 
— — — — 
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Artificial Limbs.— Mr. Ferdinand Bardeen, of Providence, R. I., con- 
structs artificial limbs that far surpass anything of the kind heretofore 
manufactured in this country. It is questionable whether any artisan in 
Europe has excelled this native genius, and we are therefore happy in doing 
our part to sound forth his fame, because the unfortunate may be 4'<ectly 
benefited by the intelligence. Mr. Bardeen having had his own rizut leg 
amputated above the knee, pondered upon a plan of furnishing a substitute 
for the lost limb, After a succession of trials, he has at last triumphed, by 


| 
{ 
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constructing one that operates in the joints so nearly like nature’s mechan- 
ism, as to excite the surprise of the spectator. It would be a useless effort 
to describe the various India rubber muscles, acting antagonistically, to 
bring about all the requisite motions in walking, sitting and rising, — we 

not therefore attempt doing so, but simply state the fact that Mr. 
Bardeen walks without a cane or crutch, hardly appearing even to limp 
in his progression; and when he was explaining tb excellencies of his 
invention over those in general use, the pantaloons being drawn up, it was 
some little time before we discovered that the illustrations were made on a 
wooden leg, so admirable was the shape, color, flexion and extension. We 
can recommend this ingenious workman to those who have suffered as he 
has, feeling confident that their highest expectations will be realized. 

Mr. Bardeen entertains some important views upon the subject of ampu- 
tation, which commend themselves to the n of surgeons. In 
taking off the leg above the knee, for example, he remarked that it seemed 
to be the ambition of operators to save as much of the thigh as possible, 
without any reference to the character of the stump. This he condemns, 
as a decidedly bad practice, since no stump is so good for adjustment to an 
artificial limb, as one where the leg is taken off a litule below the middle of 
the thigh. The same holds true in respect to the stump below the knee ; 
it should not be too long. Again, having had an exquisitely sensitive 
stump, so much so that he cannot bear any weight on the end of the bone, 
gy Bape thinness of the flap over it, and the sharp edge over which 
the skin is tensely stretched, his experience in this matter also ought to 
have weight with surgeons, since the turn given in a moment, in the act of 
excision, may determine the comfort or misery of the patient for life. An 
instrument is wanted, not unlike a cup, having file teeth on the inside, 
which, placed against the exposed bone and turned in a bit stock, would re- 
duce the sharp „leaving a smooth convexity, like the large end of an 

. Over this, flap would constitute a perfect cushion, on which the 
weight of the body might be borne. A necessity for preparing the bone in 
this manner is so evident, that it is surprising an instrument, thus clearly 
indicated, has not ago been added to the surgeon's case. It would be 
gratifying were Mr. Hunt, the skilful cutler, to bring out the thing here 
shadowed forth. For the want of this precaution, Mr. Bardeen, as before 
temarked, cannot press the stump on the softest bed, but sustains his 
on the walls of the thigh, pressed into a conical tube of wood. The e 
of this constant pressure, is to diminish considerably the size of the whole 
mass of the stump. 


National Medical Convention.—On reo! 
e 


mes of delegs 
several of whom were delegated by more than one Society or Institution. 


vi Iphia at an early hour, 
and organized for the despatch of business. The manner in which the 
delegates were received by the medical profession of Philadelphia, was 
exceedingly cordial and gratifying. Thẽ Convention held its daily sessions 
in the elegant hall belonging to the Academy of Natural Sciences. located 
in Broad street. A series of hospitalities characterized the intercourse of 
the a with the medical gentlemen of Philadelphia, which will 0 
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Thirty-eight of these were from the New England States, 14 being from 
Massachusetts. The State of New York was represented by 85; Penn- 
sylvania, 85; Virginia, 32; Delaware, 13; Maryland, 16; and all the 
other States a smaller number, excepting Maine, Alabama, Arkansas, Wis- 
consin, Texas, Iowa and Florida, which were not represented. A com- 
inittee of one from each State (Dr. O. W. Holmes, of Massachusetts. chair- 
man) nominated the following as officers of the Convention, which were 
agreed to, viz. : Drs. J. Knight, of Connecticut, President. Alexander H. 
Stevens, of New York ; George B. Wood, of Philadelphia; A. H. Bucha- 
nan, of Tennessee; John Harrison, of Louisiana, Vice Presidents. R. D. 
Arnold, of Georgia; A. Stille, of Philadelphia; F. C. Stewart, of New 
York, Secretaries. 


The committee appointed at the las meeting to consider the of instituting a National 
Medical Association, reported. through Dr. John Watson, of New York, a plan oi organization, 
the to which is as foliows : 

, the Medical Convention, held in the city of New York, May. 1846, have declared it 
expedient “ for the Medical Profession of the United States to institute a National Medical Asso- 
ciation ;” and, inasmuch as an institution so conducted as to give frequent, united and emphatic 

ion to the views and aims of the Medical Profession in this country must at all times have 
a beneficial influence, and supply more efficient means than have hitherto been available here for 
cultivating and advancing medical knowledge, for elevating the standard of medical education. for 
promoting the usefulness, honor, and interests of the medical profession ; for enlightening and di- 
recting public opinion in regard to the duties, responsibilities and requirements of medical men, 
for exciting and encouraging emulation and concert of action in the profession, and for facilitating 
and ing friendly intercourse between those who are in it—therefore 

Be it resolved, in behalf of the Medical Profession of the United States, that the members of the 
Medical Convention held in Philadelphia in May, 1847, and all others who, in pursuit of the ob- 
jects above mentioned, are to unite with, or succeed them, constitute a National Medical Associa- 
lion the institution to be known and distinguished by the name and title of “ the Amcrican Medi- 
cal Association.” The resolution was agreed to, and the title adopted. 

istration of births, deaths, and marriages, „through Dr. J. H. Griscom, of New York, in 

vor of the plan, with certain resolutions. subject was referred to a standing committee, to 
7 annually, consisting of Drs. Griscom, of N. V. ; Lee, of N. V.; Clark, of N. V.; 

Philadelphia; Arnold, of Georgia; Russ, of New Vork; and Lemuel Shattuck, of Boston. 

The subject of adopting in all our medical schools, a uniform and elevated standard of require- 
ments for the degree oi M. D., was reported upon by Dr. R. W. Haxall, Chairman of the Committee, 
the report urging judicious reform, and ergs Ne necessity of clinical instruction. The resolu- 
tions were passed, after an animated debate. . Bell, of Philadelphia, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee 9 7 last year to report a code of medical ethics, uted such a code, which was adopt- 
ed. . Couper, of Delaware, from the committee on preliminary education, reported that the ob- 
ject to which their attention had been directed could be best effected by a uniform standard of pri- 
mary education for medical students, which shall be of a moderate character, in the first instance 
too low rather than too high, aud ‘yet of such extent as shall insure both the knowledge and mental 
discipline necessary. The resolutions accompanying the report were passed. 

A — ad Dr. N. 8. 1 of Binghamton, N. V.. * — of one from — pe 
represented in the Convention be appointed to investigate indi, ical botany of our 
country, and to report at the next annual meeting, was passed. Dr. —＋ 1 of Albany, 
chairman of the committee on the subject of teaching and heensing medical s ts being in the 
same hands, reported against such union, and in favor ofa separate Board in each State fur licens- 
ing. whose pay should in no degree depend on the number licensed. Dr. Parrish, of Philadelphia, 

itted another report on the same subject, in — to a change in the nt system, but 
recommending additional checks in conducting it. these were y referred 
to the committee on Medical Education, with instructions to report to the next annual ing of 
the American Medical Association. On motion of Dr. Smith, of Boston, it was resolved, 
the thanks of this Convention are due to the officers and directors of the various institutions who 


be petitioned for. from Congress for the uses of the Association, which motion was laid on the table 
Resolved, That all unfuished business be referred to the American Medical Assocation about to 
Resolved, That this Convention do now resolve itself into the “ American Medical Association,” 
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| 
| 
have politely invited the members to visit them at their own convenience io the Committee of re- 
ception and arrangements, on behalf of the a delegation, for the spacious and elegant 
accommodations provided—to the whole medica —— of the city for the marked kind- 
ness, personal attention, and generous mp ne which have e their intercourse with 
this body since the commencement of its deliberations—and to the Academy of Natural Sciences 
| 
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inted. 
the Chairman inted a committee consisting of one — 2 State 
sented, to nominate officers Association. This Committee subsequently reported the follow 
list, which was a accepted by the Convention. 

ing is Nathaniel Cha man, of Penn., President. Dr. J. Knight, of — coy A. H. Stevens, 
of New York ; Dr. Ioulirte, of South Carolina; Dr. Buchanan, of Tenn, View Presidents. Dre. 
Stille, of Philadelphia, and Dunbar, of Baltimore, Secretaries. Dr. J. Hays, of Philada., Treasurer. 

Dr. ape 2 Yep of his gr. made some feeling remarks. He said he could find no lan- 
guage to of his gratitude. It had been his good fortune during his profes- 
fal ie have ben rmplimente in the same manner. though not in the same 

He said he loved his profession, 
if he did not: whatever he der 
favors ; when he her, or deserted her and her disciples, he remarked with great em 
ma Almighty God me. He desired that the Association should be persuaded of his ardent 
thes for tous would bo hie guest pleasure to edvense the dignity of the 
and extend its usefulness. 
The Vice Presidents elect then returned their thanks to the Association. 


The following are passed to the report i 
for the < of M.D. :—Ist. That it be recommended to all the e to extend iod em- 
turing from four to six months. 2d. That no student shall become a e te for the 
ot M.D. ws he shall have devoted three entire years to the study of medicine, including 
the time allotted to attendance upon the lectures. 3d. That the candidate shall have attended two 
full courses of lectures, that he shall be twenty-one years of age, and in all cases shall produce the 
certificate of his or, to prove when he commenced his studies. 4th. That the certificate of 


by each Professor, and that the number of Professors be 

seven. 6th. That it be required of candidates that they shall have steadily — three — 
to dissections. 7th. That it is ee upon pegs to avail themselves of every opportunity 
to impart clinical instruction to thei ils; and that Medical Colleges require candidates for gra- 
duation to show that they have at on Hospital << for one season, whenever it can be 
accomplished, for the advancement of the 8 same end. 8. That it is incumbent upon all schools and 
ly ors, to advise rst to at as 
to the — herein contained. 


ures. 
We are indebted to the Public Ledger, of Philadelphia, for reports of the pr ceedings, from which 
much of the above has been condensed. * 


—— interesting case of obstetrics, in which the letheon was 

in this exty, a report of which is promised by Dr. Channing. —Dr. Dis's paper ta to-day’s Journal 
is a valuable one, as the cure effected is something new in ophtha Two letters have been 
received from New York, written by responsible fadividuals, in which e statement in the Journal 
of April 28th respecting Dr. Horace Green being expelled from the New York Medical and Sur- 
gical Society, is pronounced untrue. e are unacquainted facts in the case, and shall 
wait for further respecting 


— —„—-—ũ 


Ai Rutland, Mass., Charles Safford, M. D. 
— Busti, N. 1. 0. —In Marietta, Ohio, Hon. John Cotton, M. D., 96, a lineal descend- 
aat of the celebrated divine of that name—In St. Louis, Dr. Samuel I. Stephenson, 34, formerly 
of Portland, Ne. but late of West Ely, Mo. 


no preceptor | is an _ 
he shall possess the degree of M.D. or not. 5th. That the several branches of medical education 
a all the ; that not less than one hun- 
Was ved, That it be suggested to the faculties various eu! insti 8 

adopt some efficient measure for ascertaining that their students are actually in at endanee upon 

To Corresronpents, &c.—Dr. Mattson’s reply to Dr. Reese was not received in season for 
this No.—Two communications, respecting the approaching — 7 the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, and complaining of the dinner_provided_last_year_for members, have been 

Marriep,—In this city. Hervey B. Wilbur, M.D., of Barre, to Miss Harriet Holden, of Boston. 
Ain Ludlow, VI., Dr. Daniel Jones to Miss Mary A. Barrett. 
— 

of Deathe in Bosten—for the ending May 8th. 40. 
Stillborn, ° consumption 1 phus ver, 20—lung ver, e fever, 1—inflammation 
of the bowels, 2—apoplexy, 2 cough, 1—mcasles, 2—infantile, 2—old age, * 
on the brain, 7—marasmus, 5—disease of the heart. 2—dysentery, I—debility, |—asthma, 1 
ease of the bones, 1—suicide, 1—accidental, 1—cholera infantum, 1—child-bed, I eroup, l— 
convulsions, N. the chest, 1. 

Under 5 years, ween 5 and 20 years, T—between 20 and 40 years, 21—between 40 and 
60 years, Nover GO years, 13. 
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303 Medical Intelligence. 


Promotions and Appointments in the Medical Corps of the Navy. Pro- 
motions.—Passed Assistant Surgeon J. Dickinson Miller, to be surgeon, 
vice J. C. Spencer, resigned. 

The following assistant surgeons were examined by the board now in 
session at Philadelphia, and found qualified for promotion, viz. : John Hast- 
ings, to rank next after passed assistant surgeon Thornley. Richard T. 
Maxwell, to rank next after passed assistant surgeon Hastings. J. Francis 
Tuckerman, to rank next after passed assistant surgeon Maxwell. Morris 
B. Beck, to rank next after passed assistant surgeon Tuckerman. Lewis 
J. Williams, to rank next after passed assistant surgeon Beck. Richard 
McSherry, to rank next after passed assistant surgeon Williams. 

Appointments.—The following candidates were found qualified for ad- 
mission into the service in 1844, and were commissioned as assistant sur- 

ns on the Sth of March, 1847, viz.: Philip Lansdale, of Maryland; T. 
— De Lany, of Delaware; Alexander J. Rice, of New Hampshire ; 


John B. Pettit, of Ohio; Thomas B. Steele, of Maryland; James F. Harri- 


son, of Virginia; A. Nelson Bell, of Connecticut. 

The following candidates were found qualified by the board now in ses- 
sion at Philadelphia, and assigned to rank as assistant surgeons in the fol- 
lowing order, viz.: No. 1. William J. Babb, of Pennsyivania. 2. R. J. 
Farqueharson, of Louisiana. 3. Alexander Robinson, Jr., of Virginia. 4. 
Edward R. Squibb, of Pennsylvania. 5. Samuel G. White, of Georgia. 
6. Benjamin Rush Mitchell, of Missouri. 7. James S. Gilliam, of Virginia. 


Medical Mi .—The Fall River Railroad Company have paid 
$4500 to the heirs of the late Dr. H. D. Hitchcock, who was accidentally 
killed on that road.—On the 25th November last, twenty-six sheep belong- 
ing to Mr. Levi Martin, of Bingham, Me., strayed from his farm and were 
buried in the snow ; they remained so without any food whatever, until the 
14th February following, being eighty-two days, when three of the number 
were found alive, and two have recovered and are doing well.—Dr. C. T. 
Jackson, of Boston, has been appointed one of the mineralogists of the 
Lake Superior mining 1 r. Horace Nelson, of Montreal, furnished 
the Morning Courier of that city, April 13th, with a communication of five 
solid columns on the use and value of the Letheon, which he regards as 
one of the greatest discoveries of any age.—Grimstone’s Eye Snuff is ad- 
vertised in the Canada papers, which restores sight and hearing—which 
will prevent diseases of a scrofulous nature from affecting the nerves of the 
head—universally recommended by the faculty!—Madame Hahnemann, 
widow of the founder of homeopathy, has been condemned by the Correc- 
tional Tribune at Paris to pay a fine of one hundred francs and costs, for 
illegally practising medicine. She pleaded in defence, that she had received 
a diploma as doctor of medicine in Pennsylvania.—During the year 1841, 
there were 1017 deaths at Vera Cruz. The whole population ‘then was 
6,500, so that one sixth died in the course of that year.—Recent accounts 
from Athens, re nt the past season to have been unusually sickly in 
Greece.—Lord Morpeth has introduced a bill in parliament, proposing the 
establishment of a board in London, for — health in towns.— The 
late William Oliver, of Dorchester, has left one hundred thousand dollars 
to be equally divided between the institution for the blind at South Boston, 
and the Mc Asylum for the insane. 
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